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A Preſent 


REMEDY 
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IS Majeſty's Wiſdom, Care, and Goodneſs in recom- 
mending this publick Grievance to the Sages of our 
Nation in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, deſerves the 
univerſal Acknowledgment and Thanks of the whole 
Kingdom. No ſooner was his Mind at liberty from the perplex- 
ing Thoughts and heavy Burden of a tedious War, but he appli- 
ed it to the ſtudy of promoting the Peace of his People, by advi- 
ſing the redreſs of a known Evil, in theſe words : 1 think it would 
be happy if ſome effeftual Expedient could be found for imploying the Poor, 
which might tend to the great Increaſe of our Manufattnres, as well as 
remove a heavy Burden from the People, By this and many other 
Inftances we may clearly ſee our Happinet in the injoyment of fo 
exce!lent, valiant, wiſe, and publick-ſpirited a Prince, under whoſe 
Government and Conduct we may promiſe to our ſelves a laſt- 
ing Quiet at home, and a flouriſhing Trade abroad : We may 
promite to our ſelves all the Bleſſings of a happy People, if we 
covld 8 25 unanimous and diligent in obſerving our Duties and Oblj- 
gations, 25 he is vigilant and careful in minding us, and performing all 
that is required from him in that high Station of Honor. and Tt 
where 2 civine and favourable Providence to us, our Religion 
Nation, hah placed him. But I intend not here to inlarge o_ 
py 
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the deſerved Praiſes of our King, whom Europe and the whole 
World admires for his extraordinary Abilities both in Peace and 
War 3 and who with much more Reaſon and Juſtice might claim 
the glorious Sirname of G«= a r, for having ſaved three Kingdoms 
from utter Ruin, than the Vanity of others hath aflum'd it, for 
having deſtroy'd multitudes of Mankind. My buſineſs in theſe 
Lines is, to lay open to the wiſe Governours of our Nation this 
great Grievance of the Poor, which his Majeſty recommended to 
the Confideration'of the laſt Parliament, and which hicherto con- 
tinues without Redreſs. A growing Grievance that is as diſgrace- 
ful to our wiſe and reformed Nation, as it is troubleſome to 
us all, tho we our ſelves are exempted from the ſmart of Po- 
verty. I ſhall! alſo venture to offer, wich all ſubmiſſion to 
the Wiſdom of the Government, the moſt probable, or perhaps 
the only means likely to ſucceed to remedy this publick Nuſance, 
and what Advantages we may in time procure to our ſelves and 
Nation by taking the Method I propoſe. 
I need not tell you that Nature, as well as Chriſtianity, calls 
opon us to commilſeratethe Wants and Sufferings of our own kind ; 
and we are _ by the Birds of the Air, to ſupply out of our 
Abundance the Neceſſities of our own Species. - That Bird is moſt 
remarkable, mentioned by the Royal Propher, P/al. 104. 17. and 
named by him Chafidah, the mercitul Bird, becauſe it is an excel- 
lent Example among natural Beings, to recommend Charity and 
Liberahity :- For as it is reported, the young will nor only fetch 
Food for the 01d, but bear them upon their Wings, when helpleſs. 
And cf the Eagle it is ſaid, That it is ſo noble, as to call the reſt 
of the Birds round about to partake of that Plenty that Provi- 
& vouchſafes it. However, Reaſon can tell us that our wiſe 
aQor having created the World, and the Bleſſings of it, 
forthe general ute of Mankind ; If his Providence appears partial 
in the diſtribution of its Gifts, *tis not with a defign that we 
ſhould ingroſs them to our ſelves, bur learn to imitate our good 
God, by imparting them to others, who are in want. Stewards 
| re we are, and not Proprietors of our Enjoyments; and the 
intent of our lipþeral Maker is, that we ſhould convey what we 
have received from his bountiful Hand, to ſuch Objects of Cha- 
rity as We meet with in opr mortal Race; and the more liberal onr 


God 


(5) 


God is to us, the more free we ought to be to them; Bat the 
whole Body of our Religion, as it is the ProduQ of pure Grace, 
and a divine Charity, calls upon us, and injoyns us with many Pto- 
miles to incourage our Liberalities to the Poor and Needy, and 
frequently to extend our Charity anſwerable ro the heavenly 
Bounty. Nay, ali our expectations of Forgiveneſs of Sins,, of 
the Mercies of our Redeemer, and of the future Rewards, de- 
pend in ſome meaſure upon our Favor and Bounty to the 
poor Members of Chriſt's myſtical Body, whole Indigency a wiſe 
Providence lays daily before our eyes, that we may by their Aft- 
ſtance and Relief lay up for our ſelves a good foundation tor a fu- 
ture State, and make our (elves Friends, that is, oblige God their 
Redeemer, and the holy Angels their Guardian-Spirits, to lend 
us alſo in requital their aſſiſting hand in times of want and dan- 
ger. Bur I hope I need not inlarge upon this Exhortation to 
Charity. Our Nation has always been noted for Liberality to 
Foreigners in diſtreſs, and 'tis not probable it will be leſs bouns 
tiful to its own Natives. How many excellent Laws have 
been made for that purpoſe, for the continual Relief of the Indi 
gent in every Precin&t. I may fay that the Charity of the Na- 
tion hath proceeded in theſe latter days to an exceſs; inſomuch 
that many Poor truſting to it, wholly negle& the other means 
appointed and required by God and Realon to recruit their Wants. 
It belongs therefore ro Wiſdom, and our Chriſtian Prudence, to di- 
ret, as well as to inconrage our Charity to the Poor, and pitch 
upon a right Method to relieve their Neceflities > ſuch a Method 
as may be agreeable with the ſtate and condition of the Nation, 
and may incourage Trade, the chief Source 6f Plenty. 

Poverty is a univerſal Cry and Complaint both in City and 
Country. Divers Families have bin brought into diſtreſs by the 
Evils and Milchiefs of the Times, the Caſualties of War, and fſeve- 
ral other human Accidents. And like the miſerable Cripple of 
the Pool of Betheſda, Poverty is of it felf helpleſs, not able 
to move without the affiſtance of others. And tho it ſharpens In- 
duſtry to contrive new Inventions, 'tis in ſuch Caſes as whea it is 
not altogether defpiriced by the want of all Neceſlaries, but hath a 
convenient ſupply of means and life to ſtir and at. Herein Charity 


is the more oblig d to diſcover it ſelf, becaule ic is to help ſuch as 
are 
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are both willing, and ftrive to help themſelves out of the Calami- 
ty; and in this caſe all irs Proceedings and Liberalities are crown- 
ed and rewarded with ſucceſs, and a double Bleſſing. 

Indeed Poverty in it ſelf is an Evil of that magnitude, that we 
need no artificial Glafs to: increaſe and inlarge it to onr Eye. It 
is attended by ſo many bad Circumſtances, that may ealily move 
our Compaſſion, and oblige rational Beings to indeavour to re- 
move it both from the publick ou as well as from our ſelves. 
Wete there nothing elſe but the Clamors and mournſul Ont- 
cries of the Poor that daily filt our Ears, and the ſenſe of their 
urging Neceflities, and of cheir Families ; were there nothing but 
their Nakednefs and Miſery, this would be ſufficient to render the 
publick Poverty grievous to us as well as to them. - Bur ir is 2 
grand and chief Cauſe of. many other Miſchiefs among ns. 

Firſt, it is the Cauſe of many Robberies, Honſe-breakings, Mur- 
ders, and other Villanies, ro which Poverty prompts Perions who 
are un wang, and by that means renders our lrving and dealings in 
Ciry. and Country the more unſafe. And I am perſwaded that a 
great many who are executed every Seffions and Afhzes, would 
never have committed fuch Wickedneſfs, it Poverty had not dri- 
ven them to fuch abominable Actions. 

'Ic is, the, Cauſe of TIrreligion, and Ignorance of our Daty ; for 
fuch as are defperarely poor, ſeldom or never mind inftruction, 
nor the ſtudy of [Religion : rhey are brought np as Heathens, and 
the want of Neceſlaties takes up all -rheir thoughts how to pro- 
vide Bread ; (o that chey have no time to think upon God or Eter- 
nity, nor the way that leads thicther. It drives many to the ne- 

flity of begging. ' Ir incourages Tdleneſs, and makes ſeveral whoſe 
rrength and abilities *might render them uſeful Members' of the 
Society, ro be nor only uſeleſs, but pernicicus and miſchievous. 
I need not reckon the other many Evils that Poverty and Beg- 
ging brings upon us. The number of Beggars increaſes daily, our 
Stieers (warm with this kind of People, and their boldneis and im- 
padence is ſuch, rat they often bear at onr Doors, ſtop Perſons 
in che ways, and are rea to load us with Curſes and Imprecations, 
if rheir Deſires be nor ſpeecily aatiwer'd:” Befides, it is reported” 
of the common Beggars, that they have their Meetings and Rende- 
youz, where what thty have got by their lazy Trade, they can _ 
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freely in - Debauckery, Drunkenne(s, and other Sins. By this 
means the Chatity of good People is ſtrangely miſapplied, to che 
diſhonor of God, and the diſgrace of Religion among us ; and 
theſe ordinary Beggars hinder us from regulating and diſpoſing of 
our Charity upon the right Objects. 

_ For the rechedying of this Evil and irs woful Conſequences, 'it 
1s needful to imploy our Poor Orang to the-antient and known 
Laws of the Government, and not only to put in execution the 
old, but to make ſuch new as may ſtop the increaſe of this beg- 
$108 Trade. It is needſul that our- wiſe Governors wonld con- 
der how to diſpoſe of theſe poor People, and confize them to 
Work-houſes, where they may be furniſh'd with neceflary Tools, 
and oblig'd ro get their living in a lawful way. | Burt the great dit- 
ficulty is how to proceed in the diſpoſing of ſuch vaſt numbers of 
both Sexes and of all Ages, and iow to raiſe a Fund to (upply rhe 
wants of ſo many thouſands. 

 T anſwer, That there is every year a million of on 
in this Kingdom from all Pariſhes for the reliet of their Poor and 
if this were rightly applied to the imploying, inſtead of buying them 
preſent Neceſfaries, it would be ſufficient not only to provide 
Tools and other things needful to keep them at work, bur that, 
together with the Produd and Advantage of their Work, would 
anſwer all their Neceſſities, and ſupply all their Wants. But the 
Difficulty-is, how and in what manner to proceed. T am not igno- 
rant, but know perfectly well what Methods are obſerv'd in. He//ard 
and France ; where 'cis of late days that Beggars, unleſs they belong 
to Religious Houſes, are not ſuffer'd ; and all Perſons never ſo mean 
are provided for, without the gxchering of ſuch yaſt Rates as among 
us» It in laying down the beſt means, as I conceiye, to provide for 
our Engliſh Poor, I 'vary from foreign Methods .in ſome things, 
*tis becauſe our Conſtitution and Government differs mach from 
theirs, and the Evil is greater =} us than it was among them, 
and therefore requires a Remedy anſ(werable. , 

Firſt, as it is needful to imploy ,.and to (er them to 


our Pooy 
work, there is a neceſſity that they ſhoald be conhin'd to a certain 
Houſe where they may have all- Conveniencies for Life and Im- 
ploiment. The Work-houſes that. are _—_ built; are not fo 
-convenient as may be cohitxiv'd for ſuck a y 


number of Poor 
As 
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25 are among us. I offer therefore to give the Model of ſuch a 
Houſe 'as ſhall not' be for State, nor to ſhew the Grandure of 
our Nation, but ſhall be for Uſe, and capacious enough to contain 
and imploy two' thoufand Perſons in daily Labor. Ler ſuch 4 
Houſe be erected near the City of Lodon, as a Model for all thereſt ; 
1 ſuppoſe that three” ſuch Houſes will be ſufficient ro contain all the 
Poor of this great City and Peftminfter. And in imitation of the 
Metropolis, let all other Cities ere& for themſelves ſuch conve- 
nient Workhouſes for all ſorts of Trades, and to imploy and 
improve the Growth of the Country : for without ſuch a Con- 
finement, Prog, uſed to begging, will not take any pains. - - 

This Houſe muſt be ander the Command of ”a Governour, De- 
paty-Governour, and other inferiour Officers, choſen in time 
from the poor People, who are to be kept in hopes of riſing to 
Honour and Authority in the Houſe, by their Induſtry, Diligence, 
and other good Behaviour. 

The Governour and Deputy-Governour are to be choſen 
firſt by the Juſtices, and Magiſtrates of every County ; and the 
other inferiour Officers by the Governour and Conſent of the 


oulſe. | 

Let the Pariſhes give in the number of the Poor who have con- 
ſtant relief, when the Houſes are built. Let them ſend them chat 
are chargeable, wich their whole Families to ſacl Houſes, be- 
ing (ELL Of the Juſtices, ot Perſons appointed by Authority, 
what Pariſhes are' to = to pat their Poor together ; the num- 
bers of ſuch Poor to be in every Houſe, upwards of a thouſand, 
and not exceeding two thouſand or thereabouts. 

The Governour's Office ſhall be to buy Neceſſaries, to provide 
Wool, Flax, and other Commodities; to take charge of the Peo- 
ple ; to ſee thaz every one labors to receive and take an account 
of their Work when done; to pay them their Wages ; to be 
anſwerable for all rhingsz to have Authority in his Houſe as a 
Juſtice of Peace, and to puniſh with che conſent of other Officers all 
Miſdemeanors, not injuring neither Life nor Limb. 

Let there bt in every ſuch Work-houſe a Chaplain, a Reader 
who is to bea School-maſter, a Phyfician who is to.be a Door, 
Apornecary and Surgeon, a Butcher to buy and provide Food, a 
Brewer, Baker, and Cooks convenient : Some of which may be 
taken out of the pooxg People. The 
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The Houſe is to be built in ſuch a 'miriner pon waſte aAſng, 
. or Common, or other conyenient place, wittineceſlzty zardens be; 
longing to ir, where all Trades are to be diſtin, With the Spiny 
ning-rooms, Infirmary for Maim'd and Cripples, for Old and un- 
ble-co work; and- a Nurſery for Baſtards and rp with a 
Chappel of an oval Figure, with Galleries, ronnd T atzewile; the 
Pulpic and Desk-near the middle : 'the Model I offer co give, able to 
contain greater numbers than any of our Churches in a leſſer Com- 
paſs: The Miniſters and School maſters Lodgings at one end, the 
Apothecaries at the other. By this means care will be taken both 
of their Souls and Bodies, ; 
All the Poor to be lodg'd at the diſcretion of. the Governour, 
to, be provided-at the publick Charge, ' with Clothes all of one 
color in every Houſe ; Linen, Tools, Beds and Beddings, with othex 
Conveniencies. And they are to fetch from the Governor or his De- 
puty, Wool, Flax, Hemp, Iron, Leather, &c. and when return” 
co-be allowed-.as other Maſters give, or rather more.” So that:unle 
luch as are able to wotk employ themſelves, they are not to ear. 
| Lawsare to. be preſcrib'd to every Houſe, which they -muſt re- 
ligiouſly obſerve; ſuch Laws as are agreeable with our holy Religi- 
on, the Laws of the Land, and the good and peace of ſuch Socie- 
' ties Andſuch as are not able to work, to be provided for but 
what 'every one can do, he is to be directed by the Governours, 
and furniſh'd with Materials accordingly for the Governor - is to 
have an overſight over all the Offices of tis Houſe, to adviſe, di- 
rect, incourage every one to do his Duty. FERN 
And for the better managing of a Trade, it is convenient, that 
ſour or. more Merchants in Ze»don ſhould affociat to furniſh and 
take off ſuch :Commodities and MannfaRures as are there. made, 
and in the Cuſtody of the Governors in” rheir ſeveral Ware-hou- 
ſes in the ſaid Great Houſe 3 and that theſe Merchants, ſhould 
have their Correſpondents in ſeveral Parts of England to buy, off 
ſuch Manufactures made, ſome for ready Mony, ſome upon truſt, 
as they can agree, and vent the ſame abroad, and have Returns. , 
»- The:Governars are to keep an account of. all ſuch Monies. 1s: 
ceived and paid, and to'whom' 3 what Benefie . is made; of che 
Work, and to be anfwerable to 'the Juſtices at their Seſſions. - 
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Governors (hall receive from each Patiſh, weekly or month- 
Tok each Pariſhewas wont to pay to their ſeveral Poor for 
Poe years, until a ſtock of Mony can' be raiſed ; and to prevent 
Frauds, ſevere Penalties muſt be impoſed upon Offenders, and an ac- 
count muſt be publiſh'd and printed yearly, that che Nation may 
ſee that there is no cozena ſe. : 

Let every Governor imploy ſome in making of Sails, Ropes, 
Nets, and other things tor Shipping and Fiſhing ; and when they 
tave Youths able and willing for the Seas, let chem out of the 

blick Stock buy one. or more Boats,. or convenient Buſles or 
Veſlels at Sea, to belong to every Houle; and that all the Fiſh 
taken ſhall be brought thither, if not too far from the Seas, and 
"difpos'd of at the Govenour's Diſcretion, allowing a Subſiſtence 
and Salary to their Agents. By this means the Shipping and 
Eiſhiog Trade will be incouraged. 

And if at ny time poor Families have no Work, who- be- 
long- not to. theſe Houſes, there they ſhall be furniſh'd with 
Wool, Hemp, &«c, and other Materials for them and cheir- Fami- 
lies. So that theſe Houſes may imploy many more than are ſhut 
within the. Walls. | 

If any are ſturdy, unruly, or refaſe to work, or run away, 2 
conrſe may. be taken co remedy that and other accidents. A e- 
vere Law muſt be made to puniſh Officers of Pariſhes that-negle co 
carry them” back, and others. that offer to give them. any. relief 3 
2nd ſuch Penalties and Fines are to be ceturn'd and paid in to the 
Governors of ſuch Houſes, together with the Perſons of ſuch Run- 
aways. No maintenance is to be allowed them, but within the 
Houſe, and that proportion'd to their deſervings. If they run 
away again, let them be whip'd publickly, and be cartied: back 
25 Often as they ſhall thus eſcape. 

- Now if uy poor Families be not able to ſubliftby reaſon of 
Children, and their Parents cannot well be (par'd from the Neigh- 
bourhood, becauſe of their handy work, let the eldeſt of their 
Children be (ent to theſe Houſes ; firſt taught to read, write, and 
cipher, and to be put to ſuch Trades and Maſters in theſe Houſes 
a5 may teach them their Craft and Skill, So that the Officers of 
every Pariſh ſhall not need co give any weekly allowance to ſuch 
poor Parents; and 10 a little time, when a conliderable Fund may 
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be -rais'd by fuch Trade and Working, no PoorsRates will be 
TCR opened hs : 
any ſturdy Beggars be incorrigible, let vernors, with the 
conſent of the Juſtices at the ublick Seſhons, have Power to tran- 
ſport ſuch unruly Perſons beyond Sea, if they be young and fit for 
Travelling to our Weſtern Plantations, or to ſend them to ſeve- 
ter Houſes co a ſtraiter Confinement, there to be dealt with ac- 
cording to Law, till they ſhall reſolve to amend. 

Let every ſuch Houſe have convenient Privileges granted to ic 
ro courage the Poor to be induſtrious. Let their inferioar Offi- 
cers be all annually choſen by themſelves, with the affiſtance-of 
the Governor and his Deputy, who alone muſt be appointed by 
-the Government. | 

Let the Commodities and ManufaQures made in ſuch Houſes 
be freed from Cuſtoms, or pay not ſo much as others when ex- 
ported out of the Land, for a limited time. | 

'Ler it' be in the Power of the Governors of fuch Houſes near 
Seaport-Towns, and other places, with the conſent of ſuch Perſons 
of their Societies, as will of their own. accord, to plant in the 
Welt-Indies and ſuch Plantations, to belong ro the Governors 
and their Houſes, and to the Parties ſo ſent, as they ſhall agree. 
By which means they may vent a great many of their Manufactures 
made in their Work-houſes, and have Returns in Sugars, Tobac- 
CO, &e, 

V. there _ a mo a: tivo W A. each Houſe, as 

efice or ſpiritual Living adjoining, for incouragement © 
" the Miniſter - School-maſter, and Fer that be to them inſtead of 
a Salary to maintain them. Let ſome other publick Incourage- 
one or Income be appointed for the Phyſician to incourage him 
alſo. 

Let every Child within the Houſe be firſt tanght to read, write 
cipher, and other neceſſary Learning, with the Principles of true 
Religion, by the Miniſter and his Reader, or Schook-mafter : and ler 

ant Catechiſing, and exponnding upon the Catechiſm in a fa- 
miliar way, be practis'd every holy day and Sanday in the afrer- 
noon 3 and Prayers twice a week on the working days, or. oftner 
if-ic be convenient. And let all within the Honſe come or 
brought to the Divine Service, at leaſt every Sabbath Day, tf Sick- 
nels hinders not. B 2 Ler 
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Let all within the Houſe live in a loving and conrteons manner, 
abſtaining from Swearing, Curſing Scolding,or opprobrions Language, 
according to the. Laws there to 'be obſerved. And let them buy 
their. Neceſſaries of one another, that their Mony may here cir- 
culate within chemſelves, and incourage their Induſtry and Labor. 

And for a greater incouragement to ſuch charitable Houles, ler 
the Governor ot his Deputy, and other Officers, wich the Appro- 
bation of the Juſtices of the County, have Power to buy Lands, 
Tenemeats, and other Rents, which. may belong to ſuch Houſes 
forever; and to teceive the benefit” of any Gifts or Legacies, &c. 
which religious Perſons ſhall beſtgw ypon them forthe Repair of 
their Houſes, and the greater incouragement of che Poor. 

Now for the maintenance of ſuch Governors and Deputy-Go- 
vernors,: without taking any thing from the publick Monies, I of- 
fer 10 ,lay down an eaſy and practicable Mechod, which 1 doubt not 
but will be approv'd of. And befides, when ths Trade ſhall grow 
conliderable 1n theſe Houles,. let them have bue the ordinary! Bees of 
Factors.and Agents. beyond Sea, or at home, that will greatly in- 
creaſe their firlt Incomes, and cauſe them to live with Splendor and 
Plenty,. without diminiſhing any thing from the Poors Mony, or 
the Publick Stack, 09} 3} 2 bf 

And-for.,cheviatire Suppreſſion. of the begging-[Trade, let ic be 
lawful for all poor Priſoners, : who have nortung! co fubſiſt upon bar 
Charity, to turn themſelves over to theſe Work-houſes to get their 
living z ang what,they can (pare out'of their Work, let it be im- 
ployed, to pay their Creditors, as the Wiſdom of the Nation ſhall 
tn Ei ronndtte T3 ao val | 

, Bok: How rink fuch Houſes. be.ereed, and who ſhall pay for 
ME "1 : N1. 6.0% '4 'T 
I anſwer, Several eaſy and praQticable Means may be propoſed, 
for the railing ſufticieat Sums-of Mony for the ſpeedy building of 


Houles. bY | 

Fin&.let a, Collefion be made by way of a Brief in every Coun- 
ty for the benefit. of that County and the Monies fo collected be 
return'd into the hands of the Sheriff, or his Deputy, to pay off the 
Workmen and buy, Materials. , - 

Let all Commutacions for Whoredom and Baſtardy, be likewiſe 
cagygted to: this .publick Uſe, and the Mony to remain in the 

—_ 
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hands of the - Chancellor or Official” for this purpoſe, to be. com 
manded from thence by the order of the Government, And let 
a ſtrit Inquiry be made, and all Perſons guilry be. oblig'd either.to 
fine or do penance. Truly this Mony can never be berter imployed; 
for I have ſeen in the dipenting Deeds of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
thar it is to be imployed, Ad »ſumrPanperum,  & alios pios uſus i | 
the uſe of the Poor, and other religious Ules. 

Let all Prebendaries and Dignities of the Church, - which ſhall 
be hereafter beſtowed, pay a year or two years Rent, or a cer- 
tain Proportion, to be charg*d at.che Diſcretion of our Parliamear, 

and ler: this continue until ſuch rime as rheſs Houſes (o. erected: 
be paid for. And let all Benefices above 100 /. per amwm pay the 
Overplus into the Biſhops hands, or his Receiver, for two years at- 
ter Induction. And let the Clerk oblige himſelf by Bond, .or be 
forc'd by Law to pay the ſame, and let him be inſtituted and 41n- 
ducted upon that- condition. x On”. 

Lee all ſuch 2s now injoy gear Benefices,, mulriplicity, of Pre-, 
bendaries and other Pluralicies, be charg/d co this paous Works be: 
Wiſdom of our Parliament ſhall think” fit.. * But all Deans, Ca- 
nons, Prebendaries, and Sine Cures, ought in reaſon to contribute: 
For theſe Eſtares were firſt granted. by the religious Nonors, ad per- 
petram Eleemoſmams; not oily for the' incouragement. of Learning, 
for. the maintenance of the Service of God, Tor -a FE ſplendid 
Government of the -Chorch, | bur for the Benefit an Comfort, of 
the Poor in every County, where they.bad na Laws then togather 
Taxes for their relief. - ; 

Ler alſo-fome certain Fines to be impos'd by the Government, at 
the Aſſrzesand Seflions, znd in Courts of Judigature, upon Offenders, 
be-4' 7: iared (o'the Building of theſe convenient Houſes .in.the 
levera Contities whert che Offences wete commured.. 

And for 'a more nal cartying on of this good Work, let 
four-or more Perſans' be appointed as publick Commiſhoners, 
eo puſh it on and bring it to perfeRion. * Let them divide the 
Non between them, and viſit every. County, and there adviſe 
with the Juſtices for convenient places to ere ſuch Work:houſs 
for the Poor. Let them be ,authoris'd by the Government i9 
take waſte Ground,' to agree with the Proprietors and Worknen, 
and to.appoint, with the conſent of the Juſtices, Governcrs = 
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Deputy-Governors, . to overſee the Workmen, and haſten the 
Bunldi E, accotding to the firſt Pattern to be erected near the City 
of 'Londor. . 'And let them make ſuch Regulations as ſhall be con- 
venient. And let them order a ſtock ot Hemp, and other Com- 
modities: and Monies to bedeliver'd and paid to the Goyernors of 
the Por. our” of the Monies colle&ed in each County. And: for 
their incouragemenc, ler ſuch Perſons have ſome. publick Office of 
Profit or. Advantage beſtowed upon them to incourage them, and 
defray their Charges, that what they do may be gratis in relation 
to the Poor, or their Stock, and nothing may be diminiſh'd our 
of it, but wholly ſpent for the relief and imploymeat of fuch poor 
Perfons-whofe whole Families, may be admitted, . and all. put to 
work according to their ſeveral Abilities and Ages. 

Some other eaſy Methods may be contrived to raiſe Mony for the 
building of theſe Houſes, which may not in any wiſe burden the 
Commonalry of the Nation 4 For inſtance, let all great Offices in 
Law, and other. profitable imploys in Church and State, be charged 
with the paymear of ſome Proportion of ſuch large Revenues for 
this pablick Good. ' 1 doubt not but choſe worthy Gentlemen 
whom God hath bleſs'd with plentiful Eſtates either in Church, 
Law, or Government, will not grocs ro allow ſomething our 
of their abundance to this pious Wok, for che eaſement of their 
Neighbours and thernfelves. , | * 

It theſe Propoſals may be accepted, and the Methods here laid 
down 'be found agreeing with the Wiſdom of our Governors, as it 
is bothrational, juſt; and feaſible ; I doubt not but to ſhew ano- 
ther Expedient for the raiſing of a conſiderable Sym of Mony, with 
the genera Appladſe of the whole Nation, if wy of theſe former 
Methods difpleaſe the Humor or Stinginels of ſuch as are deſired 
to contribute 3 or if the Fund ſo. rais'd by. 5 \ufficient to com- 
pleat. this. . grear Wotk; that iis, to: ere& the Work-houſes, 
aud buy into them a ſufficient Stock of the Growth, of the Coun- 
try, as may imploy all the idle and lazy Poor of the Nation. Le: 
here be an inquiry made into cwo or three grand Abuſes 1n the 

tion, and ſuch as are found guilty, be depriv'd of cheir unjuſt 
821. 'rhar'is, what they for ſome years have uſurp'd and enjoyed 
contrey to, the known. Laws of the Land, and be oblig'd to quic 
and-to>etund for two or three years back what they have Fang 
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taken : I dare be bold to promiſe a conſiderable Yum either into 
the King's paquers or for the carrying an this Work. 

And for the Cicy of London, for which I have 'always had a 
particular Aﬀection, having receiv'd there my firſt'Edacation 5 as 
the: Poor in the adjacent parts thereabouts are more numerous than 
in any -other parr, and the number of Beggars, and the'Evil great- 
e&, fo larger Sums of Mony are required for the ere&ting theſe 
neceſſary Work-houſes. I ſuppoſe no lefs than three may be re- 
quired in and about this large City, for the containing of all the 
poor Families. One in the City and Liberties, another about 

ittle-fields, or towards Wapping, and another tor Weſtminſter and 
that patt. I offer to the worthy and honourable Governors of this 
noble City, if they ſhall pleaſe to. liſten ro my Propoſals, ro ſhew 
them an eaſy Method to raiſe Mony for the time to come, with- 
out burdening their Neighbours, ſufficient for the building and pre- 
paring. all theſe Workhouſes, and to give my pains freely in the 
management and carrying on of this Work, without expectation 
of any other Reward but the. Honor and great fatisfaRion of. ſeeing 
it wrougnt to perfection. 

I underſtand that the religious Governors of this City, impower'd 
by Law, have taken Methods already to imploy their Poor, have 
raiſed Mony, hired large. Houſes in Biſhopſgate fireer, and are pre- 
paring theen for their Reception, and have brought this Buſineſs to a 
tolerable perfeRion, within cheir Juriſdition.. Let chem in proſc=- 
cution of their judicious Indeavors, appoint'Officers to fucly anum=- 
ber as they can. well manage... Let a Care be-raken of Religion a- 
mong the Poor,that we may ex 7 2 greater Bleſſing upon the publick 
Proceedings 3 and let an A of Parliament be defired,to confirm and ' 

t ſuch things as ſhall be thoughe neceſſary for the carrying on of 
this pious Work. And ct there be aStock of all ties graws, 
ing in our Country ,be provided, to imploy ſuch Poor as are within 
and without the Houſe. I doubt not but to ſee this buſineſs 
compleated to the Satisſaction of. ail the Inhabitants whoin a ſhort 
time will re;oice to ſee their Mony (ſo well.imployed. | 

I intreat. them therefore to conlider, and ſeriouſly to neg 
what I have here offer'd, how reaſonable it is that it is neceſli- 
ry that the lazy Roor ſhould be confin'd ang, oblig'd ro work: 


either for want of Food, og by ſome other Reſtraint and Com- 
pulſion;. 


*a. f En +0 remayeour-of roar (ight a elo7t a 
F.-8F Grievance. It tends toealſe us from the grear bur irageens oft Nats 
2-5 , what y to.the Poor; mare-.to ancourage! their lazineſs, thi 
| eur wages. It tduilato1 theory: and:grear Advanta 
jour 'Nation; and:to the Honor:of our Re formation. * 
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